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Abstract: The 21
st
 Century is rightly known as the E-Century. This is an Electronic Era. The 
Present Paper discusses the E-Resources such as, Books, Journals, Magazines, News Papers, 
Databases, Archives & so on. The Libraries are Building the collection in Electronic form. It is 
nothing but the steps towards paperless information systems / Libraries, but the present libraries 
are not completely Paperless, due to the user‟s attitude towards the printed information. 
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1. Introduction:-   
Change is the law of nature and as it is 
very apparent in the present library culture, 
libraries are not untouched by the change which is 
affecting almost every activity in the library. A few 
decades back Lancaster talked about the “paperless 
society” (Lancaster, 1978). R.G. Parashwar stated 
in his one book “paperless society” is a distance 
dream (Bajpai, et.al., 2009, p.500-503). That day 
has gone when it was only a dream, now that very 
idea sounded whimsical all over the world. 
However, we took a step towards a paperless 
society very rapidly and the most of libraries 
particularly university & special libraries, began 
allocating separate funds for e-resources.  
2. E-Resources:-  
 Materials consisting of data and/or 
computer program(s) encoded for reading and 
manipulation by a computer, by the use of a 
peripheral device directly connected to the 
computer, such as a CD-ROM drive, or remotely 
via a network, such as the Internet. The category 
includes software applications, electronic texts, 
bibliographic databases, institutional repositories, 
Web sites, e-books, collections of e-journals, etc. 
Electronic resources not publicly available free of 
charge usually require licensing and authentication. 
Abbreviated as E-resource 
E-resources as defined by the International 
Standard Bibliographic Description for Electronic 
Resources ISBD(ER) are- “All those materials 
codified for computer elaboration, including 
material that requires the use of peripheral” (Singh, 
2001, Feb.). 
2.1. Attributes of E-Resources:- 
 E-resources are very powerful, dynamic 
and indispensable component of modern libraries. 
Due to information explosion, the expectations of 
library users are increasing day by day because of 
the following attributes, 
 E- Resources are space saving. 
 Due E-Resources latest and updated 
information can be accessed / downloaded 
instantly. 
 It is effective, user-friendly and 
convenient extends local reach to 
international reach. Its delivery is never 
time consuming. 
 E-Resources are multi user and allow 
simultaneous information retrival anytime, 
anywhere, thereby improving research 
atmosphere of the institution. 
 E-resources provide facilities of integrated 
text, hypertext, links and multimedia 
information with background music and 
animation. 
 It Provides facility for speedy interactions. 
 It gives autonomy to users as he has not to 
wait any other agency to receive the 
request and send the information. The 
information is retrieved via ICT and 
personal visit to library are no more 
required. 
 It gives autonomy to writers / authors also 
as they need not to be dependent on 
traditional publishers. E- Publishing offers 
authors the opportunity to reach a global 
audience in a cost effective manner. 
3. Types of E- resources:- 
 In the present day knowledge society, e-
resources are considered as the most important 
sources to enhance the research and 
development effectively and efficiently. In the 
modern age of information explosion, e-
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resources are very useful for fulfilling the 
varied and specific demand of users. E-
resources are available in following different 
formats. 
3.1. E- Books:- 
 These are available in electronic format. 
These are electronic representation of traditional 
print books. E-books have electronic text and that 
text is to be represented to the reader visually. 
These can be accessed directly from internet. They 
can also be saved to CDs, Diskettes, downloaded 
from the Internet or built into a palm sized digital 
reader. E-books are available in various formats 
like audio, visual, texts, Sound etc. It also provides 
facility of searching the contents through key 
words. 
 The Following URL for Free electronic 
books is 
a) http://WWW.ebooks4free.net/   
b) http://WWW.free.books.org 
c) http://WWW.gutenberg.org 
3.2 E-Journals:- 
 E-Journals are preferred source of 
information among researchers worldwide. Three 
types of e-journals are available  
a) Online Journals – which are basically the 
online version of the print journals. These journals 
are available on „Pay-as-you go ‟or‟ Cost-per-
account bases via online hosts or vendors, such as 
Dialog, OCLC etc. 
b) CD ROM Journals – Which are full text 
journals published and distributed on CD ROM 
media periodically along with search software to 
access and print. Mostly these are the electronic 
version of existing print journals. Today many 
commercial publishers and learned societies are 
bringing their core journals in CD ROM form. 
c) Networked e-journals – Which are published 
and distributed via internet. There are electronic 
versions of existing journals. Some of them also 
exist only in electronic version. Today many 
printed journals are available in electronic form on 
internet, either free of charge or on subscription. 
 There are three access models to 
electronic journals 
Remote Access – Publishers host their journals at 
their website. When library / individual subscribes 
to e-journals, access permission is provided either 
through user ID and Password, or by validating the 
IP Address of subscribing libraries internet server 
or a combining of two. 
On Site Access – Publishers deliver the e-journals 
to subscribe through CD ROM or through their 
website of FTP option. 
Access through Database- Bibliographic database 
is useful in searching and locating articles. 
Seamless access to information is achieved through 
the link model offered by database producers and 
vendors. 
The Following URL for E-Journals is 
a) http://www.doaj.org ( 3886 Scientific & 
Scholarly Journals available ) 
b) http://www.nlist.inflibnet.ac.in 
c) http://www.e-journals.org/ 
Consortia –based E-Journals in India are 
CSIR, INDEST, UGC –INFONET & others  
3.3. E- Newspapers:- 
 These are online version of established 
newspapers, which makes world wide availability 
of news articles and latest updates on the web. 
The thousands of online news papers of India are 
available from the URL 
a) http://www.onlinenewspapers.com/india.h
tm 
b) http://www.onlinenewspapers.com/ 
3.4. E-Zine:- 
 These are also known as email magazine, 
online publication or electronic newsletter / 
magazine. It is simply a newsletter, stored on a file 
server, distributed or access via email and / or 
online. It is also called Webzine. There are many 
magazine titles like – The Economist etc having an 
established online website. Thousands of e-Zines 
on various subjects are available free of charge on 
Internet.  An e-zine will enable to keep in touch 
with different visitors as well as to build a huge 
database of several contacts of potential customers 
helps in marketing on Internet. 
The Directory of E-Zine can accessed 
http://www.ezine.dir.com  
Contains 1505 E-Zines are available subject wise  
3.5. E-Reference Sources:- 
 Many reference sources like dictionaries, 
directories, encyclopedia, almanac, indexes etc. are 
available online. These are very advantageous for 
fast, easy anywhere anytime accessibility. These 
are also available in CD Format. 
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 There are many free e-resources available 
such as, Encyclopedia, Dictionaries, Thesaurus, 
Yearbooks, Almanacs, Handbooks, Sources of 
Biographical information, Sources of Statistical 
information and so on, the URL is  
  ttp://www.icarlibrary.nic.in/Free_eReference.htm 
3.6. E-Archives:- 
 These are electronic version of archival 
materials. It is advantageous for easy accessibility. 
It can be preserved on CD-ROM and DVD-ROM. 
The URL of the Archive is - 
http://www.archive.org/ 
“The Internet Archive is a 501(c) (Chandhok , 
2008) non-profit that was founded to build an 
Internet library. Its purposes include offering 
permanent access for researchers, historians, 
scholars, people with disabilities, and the general 
public to historical collections that exist in digital 
format. Founded in 1996 and located in San 
Francisco, the Archive has been receiving data 
donations from Alex Internet and 
others”(http://www.archive.org/)  
3.7. E-Databases:- 
 These are online databases, providing 
bibliographic details for e-documents. These are 
very advantageous for online access of full text e-
documents. An e-database is an organized 
collection of information, of a particular subject or 
multi-disciplinary subject areas. The information of 
an e-database can be searched and retrieved 
electronically Development of Union databases of 
Indian University Libraries is one of the major 
activities of INFLIBNET. One of the important 
Database developed by INFLIBNET is THESES 
Database, which is available online (free) at 
http://www.inflibnet.ac.in. These database of 
INFLIBNET has over one and half lakh records of 
the doctoral dissertations submitted to the Indian 
universities in all disciplines .The bibliographical 
details like researcher, title of the thesis, guides), 
university name, department name, subjects), year 
of award etc are provided. This is the only one 
online tool available to find out the research output 
of Indian Universities. This data has been 
contributed by the universities and does not cover 
the abstracts at present.  
3.8. Digital Content:- 
 These are electronic versions of shorter 
sized work. Generally it refers to e-delivery of 
fiction- shorter than book length, non – fiction 
documents and other written works of shorter 
length 
Conclusion:- 
Today, The Collection in the Library & 
Information Centers is available in the form of 
Electronic, it may be online / offline- includes E-
Books, E-Zines, E-Journals, E-Reference Sources, 
Databases, Archives, News papers etc. The 
Consortiums like UGC-INFONET, N-LIST, and 
INDEST & others are subscribing in many 
Universities & Colleges, so the number of E-
Resources are increasing day by day in the 
libraries.   . The age of electronic documents 
achieved a new milestone! We can say due to the 
E-Resources, the Libraries & Information Centers 
move toward a paperless society / Paperless 
Library, again takes a step forward. All, this being 
said, most experts believe that, we will never 
become a fully paperless society / Paperless 
Library. There will always be the library users, 
those who want print document and hold it in their 
hands. However, as library users become more 
comfortable with the convenience of electronic 
documents, more and more library operations will 
be handled through electronic documents, as a 
result, we can say that “E-Resources are the steps 
towards the Paperless Information systems / 
Libraries”.
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